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Mission
Statement
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“The great teachers and

The mission of Little Flower
Catholic Elementary School is
to cooperate with parents to
provide our children a strong
foundation, rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and in academic excellence, for a life of
faith, integrity and service.

one-to-one

advantage!

Little Flower School offers preschool three days a week, fulltime kindergarten, and combination two-grade classrooms
for students in grades 1 - 6.
Students work together with
other students not only in their
own classroom but the kindergarten
students are paired with
5th grade buddies and the preschool class
has special helpers
in the 3rd & 4th grade classroom.

especially in our world to-

The great opportunity to
learn about Jesus all day
every day and allowed to
talk and pray at school.
How very important that is
day. We love the closeness
and the opportunities to
work with other families.”
- a grateful parent

Faith in
God.

Faith in
Kids.
Faith in
Community.

A Letter From the Pastor
Dear Friends of Little Flower School
I bet you do it too. It doesn’t seem to matter where I am. I am always looking for other Little Flower people. I especially enjoy reading about or participating in events where our young people are
mentioned. Whether it’s at the Rugby Gymnastics Exhibition each
spring, football, volleyball, or basketball games, concerts, plays,
honor graduates and quarterly honor rolls, I like to see names I
have come to know as your pastor the last 8 years.
I am especially delighted when I recognize those who have passed
through Little Flower School. It reminds me of the dedicated staff
we have and the good work they do with our students. It reminds
me of the sacrifices made by parish and parents to provide an alternative environment that not only educates their students but
also forms them in our Catholic faith.
It ‘s that “both/and” or “not only/but also” as opposed to an
“either/or”, function that was front and center earlier this summer
when I attended the School Pastors’ Institute sponsored by the Alliance for Catholic Education at the University of Notre Dame. Our
keynote speaker was Bishop Frank Caggiano of Bridgeport, Connecticut, who made sure we heard one word from the earliest
teachers of the church – AND. Our Catholic schools teach reason
AND faith, natural AND supernatural, material AND spiritual, human AND divine, history AND eternity, scripture AND tradition, science AND religion, human person, family AND community, arts
AND humanities, freedom AND responsibility, individual good AND
common good. It’s a challenge to put all those elements together,
but as a parish and parochial school we are able to do it in a way
secular institutions cannot.
Our annual report is a celebration of the AND function Little Flower
School plays in the life of our parish, our families, and our community. It reminds us all about the need to plan for the future through
the strategic planning process if we are to maintain the regular occasion of recognizing the accomplishments of one another, Little
Flower Church AND Little Flower School. I hope your buttons are
busting with delight as well when you see what we’ve been up to.
Sincerely,

Fr. Tom Graner

Kindergarten Graduation
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Fr. Thomas Graner, Pastor

A Letter From the Principal
Dear Parents:
We appreciate that you have entrusted your children into our care
for another school year. We would like to commend you on your
excellent decision to choose our Little Flower Catholic Elementary
School. Please let us share with you some of the many reasons parents choose our Little Flower Catholic Elementary School for their
children.
+++We offer an education that combines Catholic faith and teachings with academic excellence.
+++We partner with parents in the faith formation of their children.
+++We set high standards for student achievement and help them
succeed.
Mr. Jorgen Knutson, Principal

+++We provide a balanced academic curriculum that integrates
faith, culture and life.
+++We use technology effectively to enhance education.
+++We instill in students the value of service to others.
+++We teach children respect of self and others.
+++We emphasize moral development and self-discipline.
+++We prepare students to be productive citizens and future
leaders.
+++We cultivate a faculty and staff of people who are dedicated, caring and effective.
+++We provide a safe and welcoming environment for all.
Thank you again for your vote of confidence in our school.
May God bless and sustain all of us as we strive to build His
Kingdom on Earth! Saint Therese, the Little Flower, please
pray for us!!
Sincerely in Christ,

Jorgen D. Knutson, Principal

Celebrating RHS Homecoming!
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2014-2015 Little Flower Catholic School Staff; back row (L to R): Mrs. Julie Mosher, Mrs. Deb Millang, Miss Katlyn Critser, Mr.
Jorgen Knutson, Mrs. Louise Knutsen, Mr. Harold Volk, Mrs. Bethany Mack, Mrs. Rita Mitzel, Mrs. Glenda Mack, Fr. Tom Graner,
Mrs. Linda Schneider; front row (L to R): Sr. Jean Louise Schafer, Mrs. Margaret Voeller, Mrs. Darlene Thompson, Miss Jenna Yri,
Mrs. Laura Swanson, Sr. Mary Ruth Huhn

Staff Update
New Faces
This was an exciting year with many new staff members at Little
Flower Catholic School. We started the year
off with new teachers in kindergarten (MissrdKatlyn th
Critser), 1st and 2nd grades (Mrs.
Vernice Brossart), and 3 and 4 grades (Mrs. Bethany Mack).
Mrs. Thompson was new as a teachers’ aide as well and Mrs.
Laura Swanson took on additional roles to assist the teachers in
addition to teaching preschool.
After the first semester, we had
a switch of teachers in the 1st and 2nd grade classroom as Miss
Jenna Yri finished her student teaching during the fall semester
and was a full-fledged teacher for spring semester. Werdwelcomed
Mrs. Nancy Graner back as a substitute teacher in 3 and
4th grade for several weeks in April and May.
Miss Critser’s Confirmation

Milestones
We joined Mrs. Bethany Mack in celebrating the birth of her
daughter, Brylee, in April. Also in April we joined in celebration
as Miss Katy Critser (kindergarten teacher) was received into full
communion with the Catholic Church. At the end of the year we
were sad to see her go but wish Miss Critser the best in her new
position at Trinity Catholic School in Fargo.

Familiar Faces
Mr. Jorgen Knutson was back as principal
for his second year.
Mrs. Julie thMosher returned as our 5th & 6th grade teacher; this
was her 9 year at Little Flower School. Mrs. Glenda Mack has
been our music teacher since
2002. Mrs. Mitzel served as our
school secretary for the 11th year and Mr. Harold Volk continued
as our custodian. We had great meals with a kitchen staff of
Mrs. Margaret Voeller and Mrs. Louise Knudson. Sister Jean
Louise stayed busy as our librarian and religion teacher. Sister
Mary Ruth and Mrs. Eileen Jaeger were also on hand to help students and teachers as needed.
4

Mrs. Mack brought Brylee to visit LFS

What parents
have to say
about our staff
“Wonderful teachers &
staff that can teach &
share the Catholic
faith..”
“The Sisters! – Thankful for their loving example and the opportunity for our children
Made
Day!
to
seeit Myself
the religious
life
in action and as a possible vocation..”
“The small student-toteacher ratio allows for
more instruction time
and attention to each
student
specifically;
the formation of a
Christian person who is
equipped to live a
Christian life and still
does as well or better
academically as others
from other schools. “

“Made It Myself” Day in the First and Second Grade Classroom

Catholic Schools Week
Catholic schools throughout the country celebrated Catholic Schools Week January 25-31,
2015. Little Flower School was no exception!
We celebrated with a variety of activities for
students, families, parishioners, and the local
community.

Days of Honor & Dress-Up Days
Each day during Catholic Schools Week we
honored a group of people (teachers & staff,
families, volunteers, community, students);
each group received special gifts on their day
of honor. In addition, students were encouraged to dress up for different themes each
day. Even Mr. Knutson joined in the fun!

Book/Movie Character Day

Special Events
Catholic Schools Week began with the Catholic Schools Week Carnival on Sunday, January
25 at the Rugby Armory. The entire week was
full of fun activities and even a little studying
too. On Tuesday we invited special guests to
lunch, Wednesday we were able to buy cookies from the “Cookies for a Cause” project,
Thursday we hosted a community open
house and Friday we had our families help
with Mass before we went ice skating in the
afternoon and dancing in the evening. The
week concluded on January 31 with Sunday
Mass.
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CSW Carnival Fun

Third Graders Celebrate First Eucharist with Bishop Folda

Spiritual Formation
Sacrament of Reconciliation
There were five students
who prepared for the Sacrament of Reconciliation in the 2nd grade. Every month the students in grades 3-6
had the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation
during school hours.

Sacraments of Confirmation & Eucharist
Four 3rd grade students were confirmed by Bishop John Folda and
received Holy Eucharist for the first time on May 9, 2015. The students of Little Flower School attend Mass each Friday when school
is in session. They serve as rosary leaders, lectors, song leaders,
gift bearers, and altar servers.
May Crowning

Priest Visits
In addition to daily religion classes, each classroom was
visited by one of the priests from Little Flower Catholic
Parish at least twice a month. These visits were a great
time for students to receive answers to their questions
and get to know our priests.

Circles of Grace
Lessons were presented at each grade level to help students recognize and protect their dignity as Children of
God. Terminology was incorporated throughout the year
to reinforce these concepts.
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Confirmation

“Children’s Mass –
there is nothing more
awesome than hearing
our children’s “angelic”
voices giving praise and
“Glory to God!” Prayer
& other faith teachings
– Beautiful to have children say the prayers &
faith
reinforced,
learned and shared at
school so it becomes
part of their daily life –
not just something that
happens at home. “

“...the values instilled
in our children; the
faith-based education;
the unity of the WHOLE
school & families who
are a part of the
school; the teachers/
support staff (principal,
secretary,
aides…);
everyone knows everyone.”
— LFS parents

Praying the Stations of the Cross

Devotions
Students learn about and practice many traditional Catholic devotions during the school year. In each classroom you will find holy
water by the door, a crucifix on the wall, and pictures of the Bishop
and Pope. These simple articles reinforce important elements of
the Catholic Faith. Some of the common devotional prayers and
events the students were involved in this year include:

Weekly Rosary
Stations of the Cross
Palm Braiding
May Crowning
Saints’ Day Celebrations

Thanksgiving Prayer Service
Classroom Prayer each day
Eucharistic Adoration
Birthday Blessings
Palm Braiding
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Cleaning the
Walking Path
In recognition of Earth Day
and care
for God’s creation,
the 5th and 6th grade class
pick up trash along the
walking path in Rugby each
year. Students were surprised to see how quickly
their bags filled up with
trash even though they
were only picking up small
items. This service project
concluded with a treat at
Dairy Queen before returning to Little Flower School
for the end of the school
day.

Fifth & Sixth Graders Picking Up Trash

Service
Little Flower School students and staff participate in service projects within the school, parish, local community, reaching to the
whole world. Students learn to participate in society responsibly by
involvement in multiple service activities.

Hospital Program
For seven weeks in the fall/winter our 6th grade students made the
trek over to the Heart of America Medical Center to visit residents
in the Heart of America Care Center. These weekly visits involved
playing games, eating pizza, dressing in costumes, and lots of visiting. The residents were happy for the visitors and enjoyed interacting with the students and the students learned about life for a
portion of society some of them never thought about before. Fun
was had all around and the students fondly remember their partners from the Care Center.

Project Joy

Selling “Cookies for a Cause”

DQ Treats After a Service Project

Each year the 4th grade class spearheads our efforts to provide
Christmas gifts to needy families through Project Joy. In November
2014, Little Flower School students collected $432 in their classrooms and anthadditional $215 after Mass in the Coins for Kids collection. The 4 grade students and room parents went shopping at
Shopko after school one day to spend $647 on gifts for local families in need.

Project Joy Brings Joy to Students
8

Veterans Day
Appreciation
Lunch
Students hosted local
veterans for an appreciation lunch.
Each
grade had a part to
play in this event with
the 5th & 6th graders
serving as hosts for the
actual event. The other classes made placemats, recited poems
and songs, and visited
with the veterans.
This annual event gives
students a chance to
meet some local heroes. The veterans also
enjoyed hearing what
the students were
learning at school.

Cookies For a Cause
Students learned the value of feeling wanted and recognized the
dignity of every human person while helping provide for children
who don’t havethlovingth families such as their own. In solidarity with
the poor, our 5 & 6 graders organized an event to raise money
to assist homeless children in Brazil. In addition to raising money
for a worthy cause, students gained organizational, business, and
communication skills and grew in compassion toward those less
fortunate than themselves. By the end of the event, students were
quite thankful for their parents because first they are not homeless
and second they had someone to bake cookies for/with them. A
total of $518 was donated to the Franciscan Sisters of Dillingen in
Duque de Caxias, Brazil, to be used in programs for homeless children.

Lenten Boxes
Each year during Lent, Little Flower School families participate in
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving for the benefit of those less fortunate. In 2015, our school collected $303 for the Missionary Childhood Association formerly the Holy Childhood Association. In addition to competing with other classes to bring in the most money,
the students were made aware of how much food could be purchased in another country with the small amount of money donated by them.

Books for Liberian Libraries
Due to civil unrest, libraries in Liberia were destroyed and in need
of being rebuilt. Little Flower School families assisted in this effort
by donating used books. Parents and staff delivered several dozen
boxes of books to the “LeMar Nyonnie Foundation” in Bismarck.
Veterans Day Dinner
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Religion Classes
As a Catholic school, religion
is an important part of our
day. Grades 2-6 used the
“Faith in Life” series this
year while Preschool, Kindergarten, and First grade
followed a general curriculum supplemented by their
classroom teachers.
Students had the opportunity for both head and heart

2015 CDA Contest Winners

learning as they experienced many Catholic tradi-

Academic Excellence

tions throughout the year.

Student Achievements
All 3rd - 6th grade students participated in the Catholic Daughters of
the Americas contest. Students wrote poems and essays, made
pictures on the computer and took photographs for this contest.
The photo above shows the students that took top honors in their
respective categories. This year’s themes were: “Love Your Neighbor as Yourself” and “Be a Good Neighbor”.
Students also
participated in several local poster and poetry contests. One 5th and one 6th grader advanced to the national level in a
poetry contest. Little Flower students
took high honors at the local
Spelling Bee as well. All six of the 6th graders received the Presidential Award for Academic Achievement.
Spelling Bee Winners

New Math Curriculum
This year we updated our
mathematics curriculum to
“Everyday Math” which makes
use of many real life situations
to help the students grasp
math concepts and how to apply them. Students are actively
involved with hands-on learning activities in every math lesson!

Online State Testing

First and Second Graders Hard at Work

Students participated in the “North Dakota State Assessment”,
which was conducted online for the first time this year. Our computer lab and students were up to the task.
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Stability Balls Were an Option in Grades 3&4

Kindergarten
Buddies
Fifth grade students
were paired up with
kindergarten students
for a Buddy Program.
This year there were
nearly three times as
many kindergarten students as there were 5th
graders so they worked
in buddy groups.
Buddies sat together at
school Mass, completed art and science projects together, had a
carnival, went for a picnic, and did other fun
things together.

Fuel Up to Play 60 Event

Marketplace 4 Kids
Students gained confidence in their abilities, learned problem solving skills, met new people, and developed public speaking skills at
“Marketplace for Kids.” The 5th & 6th grade class participated in
this event for the ninth year.
In addition to designing products and companies to be marketed to
their peers, students
were able to use a 3D printer to make various
items. The 6th grade class made a chess set for Little Flower School.

Fuel Up to Play 60

Kindergarten and 5th Grade Buddies

All students participated in activities related to active, healthy lifestyles. They participated in exercise rotations and dance activities
during Play 60 events. Community members and parents joined in
on the fun of being active and helped to educate our students
about the benefits of physical activity.

Additional Services
Students at Little Flower School had the privilege of meeting with
the guidance counselor, Mrs. Jessica Grove, from Rugby public
schools each Friday for Life Skills. Fifth and sixth graders also participated in band and choir at the public school. Some of the students received speech therapy, occupational therapy, and special
education services as well. We appreciate the services provided by
Souris Basin Transport that move students efficiently and affordably to some of these opportunities.
Chess Set Printed by Sixth Graders
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First and Second Graders at Sullys Hill
Preschool Easter Egg Hunt

Field Trips & Special Projects
Students had the opportunity to expand their horizons and further explore things they learned in the classroom on field trips.
These events gave the students exciting ways to apply what
they had already learned and to add to the knowledge by
firsthand experience. They also practiced social etiquette and
met new friends while visiting places outside our school.

Preschool
Preschool students had the adventure of field trips to the train
depot and fire station in Rugby. They also visited Little Flower
Church to become familiar with the Stations of the Cross and
the church setting in general. They concluded the year with
songs and demonstration of learning at the preschool program.
Kindergarten and Second Grade Sleigh Ride

Kindergarten
Not only was there a theme for each week in the kindergarten
room, complete with special guests like firemen, nurses, and
police officers, they also went to the zoo and visited a farm.
The Kindergarten students also made special gifts for all students and staff to celebrate the feast day of St. Therese the
Little Flower.

Grades 1 & 2
Blessed with two different teachers this year, the 1st & 2nd
grade students were exposed to a wide variety of activities both
in and out of the classroom. Some of the exciting things they
did included: flying kites, building bird houses, visiting Sullys
Hill, going to the zoo and museum. These students also presented a program for the Thanksgiving Prayer Service.
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First Grade Solar System Project

Career Fair
The 6th grade class
joined area students
for the Career Fair in
Cando, ND.
The students had the
opportunity to learn
about several different
professional careers.
This provided the students access to visit
directly with people in
careers they were interested in.
Little Flower School
students rode on a bus
with students from Ely
Public School. They
were able to interact
with their friends and
meet new students.

Cast of “Archangel Gabriel’s Awesome Adventure”

Grades 3 & 4
This year the 3rd and 4th grade class visited the Prairie Village Museum in Rugby and went to lunch at Dakota Farms. At the museum
students saw things they had discussed in their social studies unit
on North Dakota. Later, they practiced their budgeting and money
counting skillsrd as they
ordered lunch based on a set amount of
money. The 3 and 4th grade students also treated the Little Flower School students, staff, and parents to a production of “Hansel
and Gretel”.

Grades 5 & 6
“Hansel & Gretel”

Special projects in the 5th and 6th grade included building castles
for social studies, gathering at the flagpole for prayer and participating in the local celebration of “World Day of Prayer”. Students
also participated in several writing programs like “Letters and Literature”th and poster contests such as “Keep North Dakota Clean”.
The 6 graders had the leading roles in the Christmas program,
“Archangel Gabriel’s Awesome Adventure.”
Fieldtrips this year included the YMCA where students
went swimming and climbed the rock wall. The annual 6th grade trip to the
circus was a hit.

Sixth Grade Castles
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Marathon
Each year the students,
staff, and families of Little
Flower School go about asking people to sponsor them
for the marathon. During
the marathon, participants
walk and bike up to 10
miles.
This year, students were
challenged to collect pledges from all 50 states. Members of the Blue Team were
awarded certificates and
cupcakes in recognition of
collecting donations from
the most states.

LFS Marathon for Non-Public Education

PTO Fundraisers
Our Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) raises money for the
continued improvement of our school. They organize fundraisers
and recruit volunteers because they believe in the mission of
Little Flower School.

A total of $12,989 was
raised through our marathon efforts this year. Thank
you to everyone who participated and donated either
time or money.

Catholic Schools Week Carnival
This year we began Catholic Schools Week with the annual carnival. There were games and food for all ages. Many parents and
community members volunteered to make this event possible
and we raised $4,987 for our school.

Silent Auction & Dinner
The Silent Auction and Dinner is a great community event. People look forward to Theresa’s Chicken Dinner as well as the
unique items available for sale. Each year the students provide
hand-crafted items for the silent auction. This year $8,104 was
raised through this event.

Marathon Prize Winners

“World’s Finest Chocolate”
Students and staff at Little Flower School sold enough candy to
raise $4,147 for our school this year.

PTO Raffle
The PTO also sponsored a raffle to raise money for the school.
The grand prize for this year’s raffle was $1,000 cash. Raffle ticket profits totaled $6,761.
Prize Table at Catholic Schools Week Carnival
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What parents
like most about
Little Flower
School

From the Finance Office
Little Flower School Income
2014-15
3%

0%

2%

1%

Tuition
PTO Fundraising

10%

++ “Being able to pray
in school.”

Parish Support

Donations
20%

++ “Friday Mass participation opportunities.”

Investments

64%

Diocesan Support
Misc

++ “The Carnival and
the fact that the kids
are learning their religion.”
++ “Small class size;
combined classes; allowed prayer.”

++ “I like that my children are guided in
faith.”

Little Flower School Expenses
2014-15
1%
0%

0%

4%

Salaries & Benefits
Adminstrative

1%

Utilities

6%

3%

Maintenance
Equipment

Classroom Materials
85%

Classroom Activities
Food Service Support

Financial Overview
Total Income:

School Board Members:

PTO Officers:

Rhonda Livedalen

Karla Deplazes

Total Expenditures:

Veronica Sanford

Renae Arnston

$399,680.43

Jim Blessum

Tonia Dosch

Gerald Jaeger

Becky Kraft

Linda R. Duchscher

Christie Jaeger

$369,936.64

2014-15 Base Tuition:
$1850.00

Riley Schaan
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Spotlight on Combination
Classrooms
It has been 5 years already! Students at Little Flower School learn
to work together and are challenged to excel as they study in multi
-grade classrooms. This not only exposes them to a greater amount
of academic material but also gives them the opportunity to develop the skill of staying focused. Students tend to take more responsibility for their learning in multi-grade classrooms as compared to
those in single- grade classrooms. This classroom arrangement
gives students an opportunity to build communities of peers and
develop collaboration skills.

Sr. Mary Ruth Preparing for Class

Teachers and parents recognize the challenges involved in the multi-grade classroom but note that academic skills are being learned
and appreciate that social skills are being practiced
as well. This
year the largest multi-grade classroom was the 1st & 2nd grade with
a total of 12 students. Combining these classes was especially helpful for lessons regarding team building and cooperation.
Students Working Together

Faith in God! Faith in Kids! Faith in Community!

306 3rd Ave SE
Rugby, ND 58368
Little Flower Catholic School
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